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PBEFACE. 

The following arrangement of texts, was 
nndertaken, as the title page intimates, at the 
request of a friend. As many other friends, 
wishing for a copy, have urged the printing 
of them, and as the compiler feels consider- 
able repugnance t<» appear before the public 
on such a subject, she has consented to print 
a number ioi private eireulation among those 
who desire to have their minds led to a scrip- 
tural view of the subject, rather than to 
lengthened dissertations of man's writing. 
No apology is made for defects or deficiencies, 
as the book is intended only for those who 
have expressed a wish to possess it. 

There is nothing original in the work; it 
is merely an arrangement of scripture texts; 
at the same thne, as it is evident that texts 
fnay be so classified as to give the views of 
man, rather than a fair representation of 
scripture truth as a whole, the Compiler 



earnestly entreats her friends to read and 
judge for themselves; and thankful will she 
be for any remarks or suggestions either for 
or against her expressed views of the subject. 
All she desires is^ to get at the mind of the 
Spirit of God, and not to give any ideas of 
her own. 

Many dear friends, who desire to look into 
these glorious subjects, are often at a loss how 
to begin. This classification of texts, there- 
fore, is intended simply to lead them to the 
Fountain of Truth ; and by putting toge- 
ther such texts as appear to throw light on 
each other, to help them to form a judgment 
on the truths laid down. 

May the Spirit of Truth, the great Teacher 
of the Church of God, guide them into all 
the truth, and lead them to watch for the 
approach of the Heavenly Bridegroom, having 
their lamps trimmed and burning brightly 
when the cry shall be heard, " Behold, the 
Bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet Him." 

The texts have not been printed in full, on 



V. 



account of the space they would occupy. It 
is hoped that they will be fully searched out 
and meditated upon; a few of the principal 
words are printed^ as many who are well ac- 
quainted' with scripture^ may be thus spared 
the trouble of turning to every text. 

It is perhaps needless to add, that the truths 
to be established are placed on the left hand 
page, and the proofs and remarks, under each 
head, on the right. This was thought the 
most perspicuous method of arrangement. 

That her dear Christian friends may be led 
to see and embrace those glorious truths which 
form the subject of the following pages, which 
are held out for the comfort of the church 
in its militant state, and which have been a 
support and consolation to her in many an 
hour of sorrow— even enabling her to joy in 
tribulation — is the sincere prayer of their very 
affectionate friend, 

THE COMPILER. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE SECOND EDITION, 



The numerous applications which have heen 
made for the publication of the Task, have 
induced the Compiler of the texts to yield 
lyBi own feelings and judgment to those of 
her friends; and she therefore now sends 
forth the work in simple desire that the great 
Head of the Church may make it the hum- 
ble instrument of good to many souls. 

She takes this opportunity of earnestly 
pressing upon readers^ to whom the subject 
may not be familiar, the importance of read- 
ing the passages in full in connection 

WITH their contexts. 

In the following pages the texts are se- 
lected to suit the heads; but very fre- 
quently one chapter includes many of the 
subjects, which will be best understood when 
read as a whole. 

April, 1847. 



INDEX. 



Page 
Acts xxvi. 6—8 explained . . . . 62 

Advent the second, — constant theme of the Apostles 22 
■ the Hope of the New Test* 

Church . . • • . . 24 

■ circumstances of .. 20 



Antichrist destroyed • . • . . . 30 
Apostacy at the end of Millennium .. 56 
Beast and false prophet cast into the lake . . 38 
Character and circumstances of Millennial king- 
dom . . « . . . . . 46 

Satan bound . • . . . « 46 

Restitution of all things . . . . 46 

A state of universal peace .. .. 46 

Paradisaical blessedness . . • . . . 46 

State of general blessedness . . . . 48 

■ holiness • . . . 48 

New heavens and new earth •• 48 

Jerusalem rebuilt •• •• ••52 

Temple and ordinances . . . . 54 

Some nations will escape the general destruc- 
tion and form the subjects of . . 54 
The Jews to be a blessing to the world 54 
Living waters to flow from Jerusalem •• 54 
Christ has a kingdom distinct from the Father 40 
Christ's throne is David's throne on the earth •• 40 



X. 



Page 

Christ's kingdom to be shared hy the risen saints 44 

Circumstances of second advent • • . . 20 

In clouds • • . . • . 20 

■ 

Attended by the saints . . . • . . 22 

Sudden • • • . • • 22 

The Elect wOl be gathered •« ..22 

Coming of the Lord Pbe -Millennial . . 24 

■ immediately after the great 
tribulation of Jews, and the fulfilment of 

the " Times of the Gentiles" . . . . 30 

1 Cor. XV. 23 explained . . . . 27 

Division of the Land of Canaan anew .. 56 

Escaped nations will form some of the subjects 

of the Millennial kingdom .. ..54 

Events to take place at the Lord's coming.-— 

The Saints gathered . . • • . . 30 

Dead saints raised— ^first resurrection 30 

Antichrist destroyed • • • . . . 30 

First resurrection • . . . . . 30 

Flood used by Peter as a type of conflagration 51 

Gathering of the Saints •• .. 30 

General judgment . . . . • • . . 58 

Heavenly Jerusalem, the abode of the risen saints 58 

distinct from the earthly Jer- 
usalem .. .. ..58 

Iron rule • . . . . , . . 34 

« its time and extent . t 36 

— Saints joined in it • . . . 36 

Jerusalem to be literally re-built . . 10, 62 



XI. 

Page 

Jews to be a blessing to the woild .. 54 

Jews cast off; but not for ever . . . . 8 

God's purpose in this •• .. 9 

Promises of restoration to . . 10 

Restoration of — ^whether in a converted or 

unconverted state .. 18, 20 

Land of Canaan divided anew daring the Mil- 
lennium . . • • . . . . 56 

Law (the) — does not supersede the Abrahamic 

covenant . . . « 4 

Living waters to flow from Jerusalem . , 54 

Marriage of the Lamb . . . • • . 32 

Matt. zxiv. explained . . . . 65 

Millennium • • • . , . . . 40 

Character and circumstances of . . 46 

New heavens and new earth • • 48 

Promise to Abraham . . 2 

■unfaithfulness of Jews has not made 

it void ,. ., .. ..6 

Promises of restoration to Jews . . . . 10 

to Abraham, not fulfilled in Christ's 

first advent.. .. .. ..14 

— ^— to the Jews, not merged in those to 



the Christian church.. ,. ,, 14 

' — to be fulfilled at the second 



advent of our Lord .. .. ..16 

Rapture of the Saints . . . . . . 30 

Restitution of all things • • . . . . 46 

Restoration of Jews — whether in a converted or 

unconverted state • • . . . . 18 



Xll. 



Page 

Supper of the Fowls . . . . . . 38 

Satan bound . . . . . . 46 

Temple and ordinances during the Millennium 54 

1 Thess. iv. 15 — 18 explained •• .. 23 

Treading of the wine-press . • . . • • 36 

Unfaithfulness of the Jews does not make void 

the Abrahamic covenant . . 6 



THE TASK. 



THE FBOMSE TO ABBAHAM 

is the foundation of all the promises to Is- 
rael as a nation. 

Gen. xii. 7. — To thy seed will I give this land. 
Gen. XV. 18. — Unto tby seed have I given this land, 

from the river of Egypt to the great river, 

the river Euphrates. 

Gen. xiii. 15. — All the land which thou seest, to 
THEE wUl I give it, and to thy seed for 
ever. 

Gen. xxvi. 3. — The covenant was renewed with Isaac, 
and xxviii. 4, with Jacob, who also died 
without the fulfilment of the promises. 



Gen. xvii. 7, 8. — I will establish my covenant between 
me and /Aee, akd tht bssd after thee, in 
their generations, for an eDerlaating covenant, 
to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after 



These texts, if alone, miffht be said to 
have been fulfilled. 



This has never been fulfilled. Abraham 
never possessed the land of Canaan. 

Heb. xi. I3.~The8e all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of them. 

What promises ^ Surely one was Gen. 

xiii. 15, i?ie land for Abraham himself, 

and for his seed. 

Acts xxyi. 6 — 8. — And now I stand and am judged 
for the hope of the promise made of God unto 
our fathers ; unto which promise our twelve 
tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope 
to come. For which hope's sake, king Agrippa, 
I am accused of the Jews. Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible with you, that God 
should raise the dead?* 

St. Paul, Gal. iii. 16, tells us who is 
meant by *' thy seed.*' " He saith not. And 



* Sea Appendix A. 
A 2 



theob And I will give nnto thee, and to thy 
seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a 
stranger; all the land of Canaan for an 
everkuiing possession. 



Bnt did not the Law supersede the Abra- 
hamlc covenant P 



to seeds, as of many; but as of one. And 
to thy SEED, which is Christ.'* 

The promise of the land, therefore, is a 
promise made to CHRIST, and to he ful- 
filled in Him. 

Isai. viii. 8. — The land of Canaan is cal- 
led "Thy land, O Immanuel." It has just 
been said who this Immanuel is, vii. 14; 
which prophecy is applied to Christ, Matt. 
i. 23. 

No, certainly; St. Paul shows that the 
covenant with Abraham was the covenant of 
.grace. 

Rom. iv. 13. — The promise, that he should be the 
heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to 
his seed, through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith. 

GaL iii. — ^This covenant contained the promise of 
Christ as the blessing to all nations, ver. 8. 
It was an everlasting covenant in Him, which 
nothing could disannul, ver. 15. " Though it be 
but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, 
no man disannuUeth, or addeth thereto," ver. 
17. And this 1 say, that the covenant, that 
was confirmed before of God in Christ, the 
law, which was four hundi'ed and thirty years 
after, cannot disannul, that it should make 
the promise of none effect. 
A 3 



But has not the unfaithfulness of the 
Jewish nation broken the covenant and ren- 
dered it of none effect P 



The covenant with Abraham therefore con- 
tinues in fall force. 

No. 

Ps. Ixxxix. 19 — 37. — I have found David my ser- 
vant, &c. My mercy will I keep for him 
for evermore, and my covenant shall stand 
fast with him* His seed will I make to 
endure for ever, and his throne as the days 
of heaven. If bis children forsake my law, 
&c.; then will I visit their transgressions 
with the rod, &c. Nevertheless my loving 
kindness will I not utterly take from him, 
nor suffer my faithfulness to fail. My cove- 
nant will I not break, &c. Once have I 
sworn by my holiness, that I will not lie unto 
David. His seed shall endure for ever, &;c. 
[The whole passage should be read.] 

Isaiah liv. 8 — 10. — In a little wrath I hid my face 
from thee for a moment, but with everlasting 
kindness, &c. For this is as the waters of 
Noah, &c. For the mountains shall depart 
and the hills be removed, but my kindness 
shall fwt depart from thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord that hath mercy on thee. 

Rom. xi. 29. — The gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance. 

ificah yii. 19, 20.— Thou wilt perform the truth to 
Jacob, &c. 
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Promises of restoration to the Jews. 



The possession of the land of Canaan^ 
and the re-huilding of Jerusalem^ mnst be 
literally fulfilled^ if words have any meaning. 
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ness qf the Oentilea (i.e. the completion of 
the times of the Gentiles, not their entire 
conyersion) be come in, and so all Israel 
shall be saved, as it is written, &c. 
Isaiah lix. 20. 

Dan. xii. 7. — It shall be for a time, times, and a 
half; and when he shall have accomplished 
to scatter the power of the holy people, all 
these things shall be finished. 

The Scripture is Jtill of promises of 
restoration to the Jews, whose distinctness as 
a nation, through centuries of persecution and 
admixture with other nations, is a standing 
miracle, unlike God's dealings with any other 
nation. 

Deut XXX. 1 — 6.— —the Lord will bring thee 
into the land which thy fathers possessed, 
(i.e. After their general dispersion.) 
Isaiah xlix. 11 — 23. li. lii. Ix. Ixii. 1 — 5. 
£zek. xi. 16 — 20. Hos. iii. 4, 5. Zeph. iii. 
14—20. Zech. x. 6— 12. 

Ps. Izix. 35, 36.— For God will save Zion, and will 
build the cities of Judah, that they may dwell 
there, and have it in possession. The seed 
also of his servants shall inherit it, and they 
that love his name shall dwell therein. 

Isaiah xxx. 19. — For the people shall dwell in Zion 
at Jerusalem, &c. 
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Isaiah Ixv. 18 — 21. — But be glad and rejoice in that 
which I create; for behold, I create Jerasa- 
lem a rejoicing, &c. 

Jer. iii. 18. — In those days the house of Judah shall 
walk with the house of Israel, &c. 

Jer. XXX. 3, 18 — 21. — The city shall be builded on 
ker own heap, &c. 

Jer. xxxi. 3 — 5. — Yea, I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love, &c. Again I will build thee, 
&c. Thou shalt plant vines, &c. 27, 28. 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will sow the house of Israel and the house 
of Judah with the seed of man and with the 
seed of beast. And it shall come to pass, 
that like as I have watched over them to 
pluck upy and break down, and to throw 
down, and to destroy, and to afflict, (all lit- 
erally fulfilled) 80 will I watch over them to 
build, and to plant, saith the Lord. 

38 — 40. — Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that the city shall be built to the Lord, 
from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of 
the corner. 

Jer. xxxiii. 10, 11 — J 8. — Again, in this place, which 
is desolate, without man and without beasti 
and in all the cities thereof, shall be, &c. 

Ezek. xi. 16-— 20. — Although I have cast them far off, 
&c. I will even gather you from the people, 
and assemble you out of the countries where ye 

B 
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But were not all these promises, made 
to Abraham in Christ, fulfilled in the first 
coming of Christ, and in his work of re- 
demption on the Cross; and are not all the 
promises now the property of the christian 
church, into which all Jewish distinctions 
will merge? 



16 



have been scattered, and I will give you 

the land of Israel, &c. 
Ezek. xxxiy. xxxvi. xxxvii. the whole chapters. 
Amos ix. 15. — And I will plant them upon their 

own land, and they shall no more be pulled 

up out of their land which I have given 

them, saith the Lord. 
Zech. viii. 3 — 6.— Old men and women, boys and 

girls in the streets, &c. 
Zech. zii. 6.— In that day, &c. And Jerusalem shall 

be inhabited again in ?ier own plaee, even 

in Jerusalem, 
Zech. xiv. 9 — 11. — ^And men shall dwell in it: there 

shall be no more utter destruction. 

Decidedly not. The proofs already given 
show that, although the Gentiles were to 
take the place of the Jews for a definite 
period, yet eventually the Jews were to re- 
turn to their own place, and take precedency 
of other nations. 

Christ came at first in deep humiliation. 
"He took upon him the form of a servant." 
"He was despised and rejected of men; a 
man of sorrows," &c. He came to make 
atonement for sin: to work out a righteous- 
ness for his people. But where was the 
fulfilment of those promises which speak of 
B 2 
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When are we to expect the fulfilment of 
these glorious promises? 
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his "kingdom of glory upon earth ? of the 
reign of the saints ? All these are unful- 
filled, and they are closely connected with 
the future prospects of the Jewish nation. 

Acts i. 6, The disciples ask, "Wilt thou 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel ?" 
Our Lord does not correct them as if they 
had misunderstood the prophets, and were 
expecting what was not to he ; hut he 
merely declines telling them the time, thus 
tacitly admitting the fact. 

At the second coming of our Lord in 

glory- 

Ps. cii. 16. — When the Lord shall huild up Zion, 
he shall appear in his glory. 

Xsai. lix. 20. — And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, 
and unto them that turn from transgression 
in Jacob. 

Amos ix. 9 — 15. — I will sift the house of Israel 
among all nations, like as corn is sifted in 
a sieye, yet shall not the least grain fall 
to the earth, &c. In that day will I raise 
up the Tabernacle of David that is fallen, 
&c. 

Matt, xxiii. 37 — 39. — O Jerusalem, &c. Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate. For I say 
unto you, ye shall not see me henceforth till 
ye shall say, Blessed is he, &c. 
B 3 
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Will the Jews, as a nation, be restored 
in a converted or an unconverted state P 



Texts which appear in favor of a con- 
verted state before restoration. 
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Matt. xxiv. dO. — Then shall appear the sign of the Son 
of Man in heaven, and then shall the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds of heaven, &c. 
Rom. xi. 25 — 29. — Already quoted elsewhere. 

I feel no doubt that they will be restored 
to their land in an unconverted state. Among 
the political contrivances of governments, the 
Jews may* be brought to their own land; 
and I think there are indications of their 
having much to endure there before the 
Lord comes. 

In Zech. xii. the great gathering at Ar- 
mageddon seems to be some outbreak of hatred 
against the Jewish nation ; but their mourning 
and repentance seem to be the effect of the 
Lord's appearance. 

Lev. xxvi. 40—42. Jer, xxxi, 8, 9. Ezek. 
vi. 8—10. 
At first sight, Deut. xxx. 1 — 10, may appear 
in favor ; but the Jews may call to mind God's 
dealings, and the declarations of his word ; and 
thus repent, to a certain extent, of their de- 
parture from him, without owning Christ as 
Messiah. Verses 5, 6 seem to say that the 
circumcision of heart is after the return. 

I do not see that any of the texts in 
fav(yr include the owning of Messiah; they 
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Texts in favor of an wwconverted state. 



Texts which state the circumstances of 
the Second Advent of our hlessed Lord and 
Master. 

In clouds. 
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only imply sorrow for their departure from 
God> and an acknowledgment of the justice 
of their punishment; perhaps a giving up 
of the Rabbinical writings, and a return to 
the Scriptures of truth. 

£zek. XX. 35—38. — I will bring you iuto the wil- 
derness of the people, &c. 1 will cause you 
to pass under the rod, &c. 42—44, Ye shall 
know that I am the Lord when I shall bring 
&c. And there shall ye remember, &c. 

Ezek. xi. 16—20. xxxvi. 16—38. 

Ezek. xxxix. — Gog and Magog evidently go up against 
Israel, ver. I — 13. In ver. 22 it is said, So 
the house of Israel shall know that I am the 
Lord their God from that day and forward, 

Zech. xii.— The Jews seem to be in Jerusalem and 
opposed by the nations before the pouring out 
of the Spiiit of grace, and the great mourn- 
ing in Hadadrimmon. From Matt. xxiv. 30, 
they do not seem to mourn until they see 
the sign of the Son of Man. 

Zech. xiv. — It appears to be in the midst of the 
siege, and during the rage of the Anti-Christian 
nations, that the Lord goes forth against them ; 
qfter which his feet stand on the Mount of 
Olives, &c. 



Matt. xxiv. 30. Luke xxi. 27. Acts i. 9—11. Rev. i. 7. 
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Attended by his saints. 
It will be sudden. 



The elect will be gathered. 



The second coming, or glorious appearance 
of the Lord, is the constant theme of the 
Apostles, and the one great motive for dili- 
gence and holiness of every kind. 
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Ps. 1. 5. Zech. xiv. 5. 2 Thess. i. 6—10. Jude 14. 

Matt. xxiv. 27.— As the lightning, &c. 38, 39, As 
Noah. Luke xii. 35—40. — Know this, if the 
good man of the house, &c. Luke xvii. 24, 
As lightning. 1 Thess. v. 2, As a thief in 
the night, 2 Pet. iii. 10, A thief. Rev. xvi. 
15, Behold, I come as a thief. 

Matt. xxiv. 31. — And he shall send his angels, and 
gather his elect from the four winds, &c. 

1 Thess. iv. 15 — 18. — For this we say unto you by 
the word of the Lord, that we (believers) 
which are alive, and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord, shall not prevent (i e. go before) 
them which are asleep. (Them — i.e. believers 
who are dead. The wicked are not named 
in this passage.) For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the Archangel, and with the trump 
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first, (i.e. before the living in Christ are 
changed,) then we (believers) which are alive 
and remain, shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

Matt. xvi. 27. xxv. 31—36. Jas. v. 7, 1 Cor. i. 7. 
Phil. iii. 20, 21. iv. 5. Col. ui. 4, 5. 1 Thes. 
i. 10. ii, 12—19. iii. 13. 2 Thess. i. 4—10. 
1 Tim. vi. IS, 14. 2 Tim. ii. 11—18. iv. 
1—8. Tit. ii. J 2, 13. 
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It is the hope of the New Test. Church. 

What proofs are there that the coming 
of the Lord will he Pr^-millennial ? 

1st. The state of the world at his coming 
as described in Scripture. 



2nd. Because in our Lord's history of the 
Church, he speaks of no millennium 
before his coming; but he says that 
his coming will be in the midst of the 
last tribulation of this dispensation. 

3rd. The parables show that things are to 
continue in the present mixed state until 
the harvest; this harvest must therefore 
be before the Millennium. 

4th. The marriage of the Lamb is when 
the Lord is united to his gloriGed Church. 
The resurrection of the saints and the 
appearing of Christ, must therefore have 
taken place at that time, for this is 
the coming of the Bridegroom, in the 
parable of the ten virgins; but in Rev. 
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Heb. ix. 28. 1 Pet. i. 6,-13. it. 12, 13. v. 
1-^. 1 John ii. 28. iii. 2. 



Matt, xxiv, 37. — This is not the state in which it 
would be, if the Lord came after the know- 
ledge of God had covered the earth by means 
of missionary exertions. 

Luke xvii. 26 — 30. — The world as in the days of 
Noah and Lot. 

Matt. xxiv. (See Appendix B.) 



The Tares, Matt. xiii. 24. The net, xiii. 47—49. Ten 
Virgins, xxv. The wise go in to the marriage. 



Ps. xlix. 14, compared with Rev. xixt 6 — 18. 



»» 
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xix. this is at the judgment of the 
papacy, and before the judgment of the 
infidel Anti-Christ. 

5th. When certain signs take place the 
kingdom is at hand ; but '' the end 
is not until he deliver up the kingdom 
to God. The last enemy is death. 
This enemy is not destroyed until after 
the Millennium. 

6th. Because Christ's kingdom is placed 
between the first resurrection and " the 
end." 
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Luke xxi. 26—31. 
1 Cor. XV. 23—28. 

Rev. XX. 14. 

1 Cor, XV. 23 — 26. — These verses show the 
order, not the tirmi of the Resurrection. By 
looking at other passages of Scripture for the 
timey and other circumstances^ all appears plain 
and consistent. 

1st. "Christ the first fruits'' Christ 
is the pledge of the future harvest. He rose 
on the very day of the offering of the first 
fruits, or first sheaf; i.e. on the second day 
of unleavened hread. 

[Between the resurrection of Christ and 
the next event named, there is necessarily 
an interval of more than 1800 years.] 

2nd. They that are Christ's at his 
COMING. This is the first resurrection. 

[Why not an interval of 1000 years, or 
longer, between this and the third event P 
o 2 
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7th. Because Anti-Christ is to be destroyed 
at his coming, and this must be ef- 
fected before the Millennium. 

8th. The Jews are converted at his coming, 
and this must be before the Millen- 
nium. 
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The rest of the dead lived not until the 
1000 years were finished.] 

3rd. *'Then the end" [''cometh" is in 
italics] when he shall liave delivered up 
the kingdom to God, even the Faiher. 

[This must he the Mediatorial kingdom, 
which we shall see is distinct from the 
kingdom and throne of God the Father.] 

When he shall have put down all rule, &c. 

When he hath put his enemies under 
his feet. 

The last enemy is death. Now, if " the 
end" immediately follows Christ's coming, it 
will he impossible to place the circumstances 
as stated in Kevelation. 
Isaiah xi. 4. Dan. yu. 11—22. 2 Thess. ii. 8. 



As the Jews are to form the most im- 
portant people during the Millennium, and 
we have seen hy various texts that their 
restoration is connected with the Coming of 
Christ, it follows that the Advent must be 
before the Millennium, 
c 3 
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THE COMING OF THE LOBD 

is to be immediately after the great Jewish 
tribulation or dispersion, when ''the times 
of the Gentiles" are fulfilled. 

AT THE LORD'S COMING 

The saints are to be gathered to Him. 

The dead saints are to be raised. 
This is the first resurrection. 



The wicked one— i. e. Anti-Christ to be 
destroyed. 



31 
Matt. xxiv. 29, 30. Luke xxi. 25—27. 



Matt xxiv. 31, 39—41. Luke xvu. 34—37. 1 
Thess. iv. 14—17. 

Luke XX. 35, 36. — They which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resur- 
rection from the dead, &c. ** Children of 
the resurrection." 
Luke xiv. 13, 14. — Thou shalt be recompensed 
at the resurrection of the Just. 

1 Cor. XV. 23. — They that are Chiist*s at his 
coming. 

Phil* iii. 11.^— If by any means I might attain 
to the resurrection of [or from] the dead. 

[The general resurrection is no peculiar privi- 
lege.'] 

Heb. xi. 35. — That they might obtain a better 
resurrection* 

Rev. XX. 5.-^This is the first resurrection* 

Isaiah xi. 4. — He shall smite the earth with the rod 
of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips shall he slay the wicked. [Perhaps the 
wicked one pre-eminently.] 

2 Thess. iii 8.— That wicked one whom the Lord 



32 



Daniel saw the papal beast destroyed, and 
his body given to the flame before Christ 
received his kingdom. The other beasts had 
their lives prolonged for a season, Dan. 
vii. 9—12. 

Daniel sees the Son of Man receiving his 
kingdom. Dan. vii. 14. 



MABEIAGE OF THE LAMB 

follows the fall of Babylon. Rev. xix. 7 — 9. 
The Bride's clothing. 
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shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his 
coming. 
2 Thess. i. 7 — 10. — And to you who are troubled 
rest with us, &c. 

Rev. xix. 1 — 6. We have rejoicings at the 
Fall of Babylon. After thiSy the voices of 
multitudes, like thunder, cry "THK LORD 
GOD OxVINIPOTENT REIGNETH.' 
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Ezek. xxi. 27. — \ will overturn, overturn, overturn 
it; and it shall be no more, until he come 
whose right it is; and I will give it him. 
2 Tim. iv. 1. — His appearing and kingdom. 



Matt XXV. 1 — 10— The wise virgins go in to the 
marriage. 
Luke xiii. 25 — 29. — The master shuts the door, 
&c. 

Ps. xlv. 13. Rev. xix. 8. 

The Marriage of tJie Lamb could not 
take place unless the Bridegroom had come. 
The Bride is arrayed in white linen and 
pronounced '* hlessed." There can he no 
more separation from her heavenly hushand. 

But the battle of Armageddom has not 
taken place; and there is to be an iron. 
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The Lord ruleth the nations with a rod 
of iron. 
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rule over the nations^ in which the saints 
are to partake. 

The Jews also are to suffer much from 
the infidel Anti-Christ; and it appears that 
it is while opposing that favored nation, that 
the Lord is to inflict his final judgments 
on the len-horned heast. Ezek. xxxviii. 15 
— 23. xxxix. 1 — 16. Micah iv. 11 — 13. 
Zech. xiv. 1 — 3. 

I cannot therefore hut think that there 
is a space of some length between the " sign 
of the Son of Man" in heaven, and the 
Millennium ; possibly the last twenty years 
of Daniel, or it may be less. 

Rev.xix. 1 1 — 13. — Heaven opens, and Christ 
comes forth in his vesture dipped in blood. He 
Juxd on his " many crowns," and the armies on 
white horses were with him. He has a sword 
to smite the nations, and then he rules them 
with a rod of iron. 

Are not the armies in white, ver. 14, 
the Bride ? They (the saints) were caught 
up to meet Christ at his coming, and now 
they return with Him to rule. 
Ps. ii. 9. — Thou shall break them with a rod of 

iron. 
Ps. xlvi. 8.— Come, behold the works of the Lord, &o. 
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The saints are to be joined with Christ 
in this iron rule. 



Christ treadeth the wine press of wrath. 
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Ps. 1. 3, 4. — ^A fire shall devour before him, &c. 
Ps. ex. 5, 6. — The Lord at thy right hand 

shall strike through kings, &c. 
Isai. xxiv. 19— 23.— The earth is utterly broken 

down, &c. 
Dan. ii. 44.— —shall break in pieces and 

consume, &c. 
Dan. viL 26.-«The judgm^t aits to consume 

the ten-homed beast 
Joel ill. 12. — I will ait to judge the heathen, &c. 
Micah y. 8, 9, 15,-^1 will execute vengeance on 

the heathen, &c. 

Micah viL 16, IT, ^they shall lick the dust. 

Hag. ii. 22.— And I will overthrow the throne 

of kingdoms, &c. 
Ps. xlix. 14.— The upright shall have dominion over 

them in the morning [of the resurrection.] 
Ps. cxlix. 6— 9.— To execute vengeance upon 

the heathen, &c., &c. This hunor have all 

his saints. 
Dan. vii. 27. — The kingdom given to the saints. 
Rev. ii. 27; — And he [him that overcometh] shall 

rule them with a rod of iron, &c. 
Rev. xii. 6.- a man child, who was to rule 

all nations with a rod of iron, &c. 
Isai. Ixiii. — Christ cometh from Bozrah, having his 

garments stained with the blood of his enemies 

— ^in the wine press. 
Isai. xxxiv. 1 — 8. — A great sacrifice in Bozrah. 
Isai. Ixvi. 16, 16 by fire and by his sword 

will the Lord plead with all fl,esh, &c. 

D 



38 



The supper of the fowls. 



The beast and false prophet cast into the 
lake of fire. 
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Joel iii. 1 — 14. — ^The valley of Jehoshaphat—Talley 

of decision. 
Hab. iii. 3—12. — Thou didst march through the 

land in indignation, &c. 
Zeph. iii. 8.— My detennination is to gather the 

nations — to devour. 
Mai. iv. 1. — ^The day cometh that shall bum as 

an oven, &c. 
Rev. xiv. 19, 20. — And the wine-press was trod- 
den without the city, and blood came out of 
the wine-press one thousand six hundred fur- 
longs — to the horse bridles. 
Rev. zvi. 16. — ^And he gathered them together 
into a place called, in the Hebrew tongue, 
Armageddon. 
Rfiv. xix. 17—21. 

Ezek. zxxix. 17.^Speak unto every feathered 
fowl, &c. 
In Ezek. it is said that the house of Israel 
shall know that God is the Lord from that 
day forward. In Revelation, the Millennium 
follows the supper — so that Israel's knowledge 
of God synchronises with the Millennium. 
Ezek. xxxix. Rev. zx. 

Rev. xix. 20. 



D 2 
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THE MILLENNIUM. 

Christ's reign of Peace and Righteousness. 

Prove that Christ has a kingdom in pros- 
pecty distinct from the kingdom of God the 
Father. 



Christ's throne is David's Throne. It 
must thei!efore> in all fairness of interpreta- 
tion, he on the earth. 
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ReT. XX. 

Ps. ex. — The LORD said unto my Lord, sit thou 
at mj right hand, &c. [Read the whole 
psalm.] 

Isai. xxzii. 1. — Behold, a king shall reign in 
righteousness, &c. [What king?] 

Dan. ii. 44. — And in the days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, 
&c. [Must not this kingdom be interpreted 
in the same way as the four preceding king- 
doms — yiz: on the earth f] 

Dan. vii. 13, 14. — ^The Son of Man came to 
the Ancient of days to receive a kingdom. 

Zech. ziv. 9—21. — ^The Lord shall be king over 
all the earth, &c. 

Luke xixt 12. — A nobleman went into a far 
country, to receive a kingdom and to re- 
turn, &c. 

Rev. iii. 21. — To him that overcometh will I 
grant to sit with me on my throne, even as 
I also overcame, and am set down with my 
Father in hie throne. 

Luke i. 32, 33.~The LORD shall give him the 
throne of his father David, and he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever. 
Ps, Ixxxix. 20 — 37. — I have found David my 
servant, &c. His seed shall endure for ever, 
and hts throne as the sun before me, &c. 

D 3 
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Ps. Mxzii. 11 — 18. — The Lord hath sworn in 
truth unto David, &c. [Was this ever ful- 
filled in David's family? Must it not be 
fulfilled in the true Son of David?] 

Isai. iz. ?• — Of the increase of his (Christ's) 
government there shall be no end, &c. On 
the throne qf David, and upon his kingdom 
to order it, &c. 

Isai. xvi. 5.— He shall sit upon it (the throne) 
in truth; in the tabernacle of David, judging 
(i.e.) ruling, &c. 

Isai. xxiv. 23. ^the Lord of hosts shall reign 

in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, before his 
ancients gloriously. 

Jer. zxiiL 5— >8. [Can this passage be fairly 
translated to the heavenly world?] 

Jer. XXX. 9. — ^David their king. 

Ezek. xxxvii. 24—28. [What David in these 
two passages ? Certainly not the literal 
David.] 

John xviiL 37.^Pilate said, Art thou a king? 
Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am; 
(Thou sayest truly, for I am.) To this end 
was I bom, &c. Luke i. 32, 33. 

Acts i. 6. — Lord, wilt thou at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel? [Our Lord does not 
deny that the kingdom t9 to be restored; 
he only evades the question wAen,"] 

Acts ii. 29 — 35.— Peter shews that the promises 
in the Psalms could not apply to the litcntf 
DaTid. 
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Christ's kingdom is to be shared with his 
people; the risen saints. 
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Dan. \ii. 18, 27. — But the saints of the most 
High shall take the kingdom^ and possess 
the kingdom, even for ever and ever. And 
the kingdom, &c. shall he given to the peo- 
ple of the saints of the most High, &c» 

MatL xix. 28. — ^And Jesus said unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, that ye which have 
followed me, — in the regeneration [or restitu- 
tion of all things] when the Son of Man 
shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye also 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 

Luke xxii. 29,30. — I appoint unto you a king- 
dom, &c« 

1 Cor. vi. 2, — Know ye not that the saints shall 
judge the world? [How or when if not at 
the time referred to in other passages?] 

2 Tim. ii. 10—12.— If we suffer we shall also 
reign with him. 

Heb. ii. 5 — ^9. — ^For unto the angels hath he not 

subjected the world to come, &c. 
Rev. iiL 21.— To him that overcometh will I 

grant to sit on my throne, &c. 
Rev. V. 9, 10. — We shall reign on the earth. 
Rev. XX, 4. — And I saw thrones, &c. 
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THE CHAEACTEB AND CIEOUMSTAN- 
CES OF THE MILLENNUL KINGDOM. 

Satan*s influence restrained. 
The restitution of all things. 



A state of universal peace. 



A state of Paradisaical blessedness. 
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Rev. xz. 1<»3. — Satan bound for a thousand years. 
Acts iii, 19. times of refreshing. 

Rom. viii. 18 — 23.— For I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be re- 
vealed in us. For the earnest expectation of 
the creature, (creation) waiteth for the mani- 
festation of the sons of God, &c., &c. 

Eph. i. 10—14. — That in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times, &c. 
Ps. xlvi. 9. — He maketh wars to cease, &c. 

Ps. Ixxii. — The whole Psalm. Give the king 
thy judgments, &c. 

Isai. ii. 4.— They shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks, &c. 

Isai. ix. 5—7. — For every weapon of him that 
warreth with a shout, and the garment rolled 
in blood, shall be for burning — fuel for fire 
— for unto us, &c. 
(Jenour's Translation.— No Millennarian.) 

Micah iv. I — 7. — They shall beat their swords, &c. 
Isai. zi. 6— 10.— The wolf shall lie down, &c. 

Isai. xxxv. 9. — No lion shall be there, &c. 

Isai. Izv. 25.— The wolf and the lamb shall feed 
together, &c. 

Ezek. zzziv. 25. — And J will make with them a 
covenant of peace, and will cause the evil beasts 
to cease out of the land, &t. 
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A state of general blessedness. 



A state of general holiness. 



The New Heavens and New Earth. 
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Hos. ii. 18. — ^And in that day will I make a co- 
venant for them, with the beasts of the field, &c. 
Isai. zxy. 6 — Q.^-And in this mountain will the Lobd 
of Hosts make unto all people a feast of fat 
things, &c. 

Ezek. xxxiy. 20 — 30. 
Psalm X. 16. — ^The Lord is King for ever and ever; 
the heathen are perished out of the land. 

Isai. iv. f^-^6, he that remaineth in Jerusalem, 

shall be called holy, &c. 

Zech. xiv. 20, 21. — In that day there shall be 
upon the bells of the horses, Holiness uhto 
THE Lobd, &c. 
Isai. Ixv. 17. — Behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth; and the former shall not be remem- 
bered, nor come into mind. [This is explained 
in the next verse.] But be glad and rejoice 
for ever in that which I create ; for behold, I 
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a 
joy. 
[Then it goes on to describe the new state 

of things, 19 — 25, which is the Millennial 

state, and agrees with Isaiah xi.] 

Isai. Ixvi. 22. — For as the new heavens and the 
new earth which I shall make shall remain 
before me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed 
and your name remain. [This is in connexion 
with the return of the Jews.] 
Isa. xxxiv. 2 — 4.— Here the dieeohmg of the 
heavens and the rolling of them together as 
a scroll, is evidently the destruction of king- 

E 
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doms, and refers to the Lord's great judgments 
in Bozrah, Isai. liiii. It is the day of the 
Lord's vengeance, for the treatment of Zion^ 
the smoke shall go up for ever, as in Rev. ziv. 
11, xviii. 18, xix. 3. The new state of things 
then to be established, may well be called 
New heavens and New earth. 

Isai. 11. 3 — 6.— Here* in the promise to comfort 
Zion, and make her wilderness like Eden, 
we are told that the former heavens, or political 
state of things, are to vanish like smoke, and 
the earth wax old like a garment; and then, 
ver. 16| the Lord covers Israel with the shadow 
of his hand, that he may plant the new heavens 
and lay the foundations of the new earth; — 
in other words, that he may say to Zion, ** Thou 
art my people." 

Heb. xii. 26. — St. Paul speaks of a shaking or 
unsettling of the present state of things, in 
order that those things which cannot be shaken 
may remain. 

2 Pet. iii. 13. — Peter says, we according to his 
promise look for new heavens, and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness. [To understand 
this, we must look to the promise which is in 
Isaiah, as we have seen ; therefore, these new 
heavens are the same as those in Isaiah.] 

The type of the flood, used by Peter to 
illastrate our Lord's coming, would entirely 
Ml, if the earth were annihilated instead of 
E 2 
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The earthly Jerusalem re-built- 
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purified, in order to introduce a new and 

better state of things. 

Rev. xxi. — John saw a new heaven and a new 

earth. 
Jer. iii. 14 — 18. — I will take you one of a city, and two 

of a family [tribe] and I will bring you to 

Zion, &c. 
Jer. XXX. 18. — The city shall be builded on her 

own Jieap* 
Jer. xxzi. 28.— And it shall come to pass, that 

AS I have watched over them to pluck up, 

and to break down, &c., [all literally fulfilled] 

SO will I watch over them, to build and to 

plant, saith the LORD. 
Jer. xxxiii. 10 — 17. — Again, there shall be heard 

in this place, &c., in the streets, the voice of 

joy, &c., bridegroom and bride, &c. 
Ezek. XXX vii. 25. — They shall dwell in the land 

that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein 

your fathers dwelt, &c., &c. 
Ezek. xlviii. 30—35. The city described. 
Joel iii. 17— 21.— Judah shall dwell for ever, 

and Jerusalem from generation to generation. 
Zeph. iii. 14— 20.— The Lord thy God in the 

midst of thee is mighty, &c 
Zech. ii. 10— 12.— I wUl dwell in the midst of 

thee, and nations shall be joined to thee. 
Zech. yiii. 2—8. — ^There shall yet old men and 

old women dwell in the streets qf Jerusalem, 
Zech. ziv. 11. — And men shall dweU in it, &c. 

E 3 
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The temple and ordinances. 



Some nations will escape the general destruc- 
tion, and form part of the subjects of the 
Millennial kingdom. 



The Jews are to be a blessing to the world. 



Living waters are to flow from Jerusalem. 
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Ezek. zxxvii. 27. — My tabernacle shall be with them. 
Ezek. xl. to xlvi. — The temple and ordinances 

described. 
Jer. xxziii. 17 — 22. — David shall never want a 

man to sit upon the throne of the house of 

Israel ; neither shall the priests the Levites 

want a man, &c. 
Zech. viii. 18^23. 
Isaiah xlv. 20. — Assemble yourselyes, ye that are 

escaped of the nations, &c. 
Isai. Ixvi. 23. — All flesh shall come up to worship 

before me, &c. 
Zech. viii. 20— 23. 
Rev.xxi. 24 — 26. — And the nations of them which 

are saved shall walk in the light of it, &c. 
Isaiah Ix. 3 — 6. — Gentiles shall come to thy light, 

and kings to the brightness of thy rising. 
Rom. xi. 15.-*If the fall of them, &c., what 

shall the receiving of them be but life from 

the dead? 
Ezek. xlvii. 1. — The river flowed from the door of 

the temple, healing wherever it went. 
Zech. xiv. 8. — In that day, living waters shall 

flow from Jerusalem. 
Rev. xxii. 1, 2. — He shewed me a pure river of 

water of life- 
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The land divided anew. 



At the end of the Millennial Dispensation 
there wUl be a final Apostacy^ when Satan 
is loosed for a short time. So daring is 
this apostacyj that the rebels attack the 
camp of the Saints and the beloved city. 
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£zek. xlr. xlviii. 



Tribe of Judah. 




Tribe of Benjamin. 

The measure of Ezek's reed. 

The portions of the Trihes seem to be long 

narrow slips, from east to west, across the 

land ; and the Prince's portion east and west, 

with the oblation, goes all across the land, 

25,000 wide. 

Rev, XX. 7 — 9. 

Zech. xiv. 16— >21. — We have a detail of the 
punishments to be inflicted on those nations 
who refuse to come up to worship at Jerusalem. 
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THE GENEEAL JUDGMENT. 

We have seen that the earthly Jerusalem 
is to be re-built, and inhabited by men, women^ 
and children. 



The Heavenly Jerusalem is the abode 
of the risen saints. 

It comes down out of heaven. 



It is distinct from the earthly Jerusalem. 
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Rev. XX. 11—15. 



My principal difficulty now is, the real 
chronology of Rev. xxi. xxii. i.e. whether 
these chapters describe the Millennial or the 
eternal state. 
Rev. xxi. xxii. 

1 Pet. i. 5. — The inheritance of the saints is to be 

revealed in the last time. 
Rev. iii. 12 — —New Jerusalem which cometh 

down out of heaven from my God. 
Rev. xxi. 2.— And I, John, saw the holy city. 

New Jerusalem, coming down from God out 

of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband. 
Rev. xxi. 24— 26.— -The nations walk in the light of 

it, and bring their glory to it. 

My reason for thinking that this holy city 
exists during the Millennium , and that its 
manifestation is not delayed until afterwards 
is, that John saw it coming down as a hrlde 
prepared for her hushandy and, therefore, 
I feel inclined to place it at the time of the 
MARRIAGE. Thls agrees with the fact that 



61 

there is a tree of life for the healing of the 
nations^ and that nations walk in the light 
of it. 

Thus^ my dear friend^ I have complied 
with your request to the best of my ability. 
I have carefully compared scripture texts; 
and^ on the whole^ the plan is clear to my 
own mind. Of course^ in such a subject, there 
must be difficulties until all is fulfilled. 

Enough is plain to make us flee to our watch 
tower ; to lead us to watch and be sober ; and 
to seek for increased degrees of holiness. 
What manner of persons ought we to be, with 
such prospects, and apparently so near at hand ! 
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APPENDIX A. 



In order to understand this important and 
remarkable text, let us first see what accu- 
sation was brought against Paul ; aud secondly, 

what was the hope of the Jewish nation. 

Acts xvii. 3. — Paul preached the necessity of Christ's 
sufferings, and of his rising again, in order to 
fulfil the prophecies respecting the Messiah ; it 
is evident from verse 7, that this preaching 
included the kingly character of Messiah, 
xxiii. 6. — He says that he was called in ques- 
tion for the hope and resurrection of the 
dead, (not merely the resurrection of Christ) 
xxiy. 14, 15. — He confesses that after the way 
which the Jews called heresy, he worshipped 
the God of his fathers; hut that this way, 
viz : the religion of Jesus, was consistent with 
the predictions in the law and in the prophets. 
He held the hope of the resurrection, which 
doctrine was also held hy most of the Jews 
themselves. 

This was the ground of accusation against 

Paul. 

Secondly. What was the hope of the 
promise made of God unto the fathers— 
a hope still held by the twelve tribes ? 
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It was that their nation should be res- 
tored to the land promised to their fathers^ 
and that they should dwell there in safety, 
under the rale of their expected King Mes- 
siah, the seed of Abraham and the seed of 
David. So firmly were they persuaded of 
these promises, that, overlooking the necessity 
for the previous atoning sufferings of Christ, 
they rejected Him on account of his lowly 
birth and his suffering condition. 

Grounds from the Old Testament of the hope of 
the Jews. 2 Sam. yii. 12, 13. Ps. cxxxii. II. 
Isaiah xxxii. 1. (See all the texts under the 
head of ** Christ's throne is David's throne.") 
Look at Acts ii. 29 — 32, to see Peter's applica- 
tion of the promises to David. 

Proofs that the pious Jews in our Lord's time were 
looking for the fulfilment of these promises. 
Mai'k XV. 43. Luke xxiy. 2 1 . Acts i. 6. 

Christ was accused of claiming kingly power; and 
his followers were accused of favouring this 
assumption. Luke xxiii. 2, 3. John xix. 12. 
Acts xvii. 7. 

We have seen therefore that the hope of 

Messiah, as king of Israel, in connection 

with the possession of the land of Canaan, 

was the hope of the nation of Israel — 

F 2 
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the twelve tribes. Those who rejected Jesus 
held this hope; and even his disciples were 
disappointed at the non-fulfilment of it, at 
the time of his first appearance. Surely we 
may now see the force and meaning of the 
apostle's argument, and of the question ad** 
dressed to Agrippa. He acknowledges that 
the hope of the Jewish nation was also his 
own hope ; hut it was a hope which he 
knew could only be realized by the resur- 
rection of Christ, as the first fruits of that 
glorious harvest which was to be gathered 
in the first resurrection, or the resurrection 
of the Saints at the coming of Christ at 
the end of this dispensation. He therefore 
says, " Why should it be thought a thing 
incredible with you that God should raise 
the dead ?" 

We know that Paul was looking for a 
resurrection of the saints apart from the re- 
surrection of the wicked. See Phil. iii. 11, 
and all the texts under the head of the 
first resurrection. 



APPENDIX B. 

As the 24th chapter of St. Matthew is a 
chapter often misunderstood^ and one which is 
supposed to contain many difficult passages^ 
it is thought advisable to give a short run- 
ning commentary of it in this place, as it 
appears to the writer that the Pr^-millen- 
nial advent of our Lord may be plainly 
inferred from it; and this is the first and 
most infportant point to be established. 

The following explanation is not copied 
from any work, but the author thankfully 
acknowledges that she is originally indebted 
for her views on this chapter to the writ- 
ings of the Rev. A. Dallas. 
Matt. xxiv. 3. — ^The disciples evidently thought 
that the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
sign of the Lord's coming, and the end 
of the a^e (not world) would be simul- 
taneous. 
4 — 6.-^0ur Lord's first care seems to be 
to correct this error, which, in their 
case, was a serious one. He warns 
F 3 



66 



them not to believe the reports of his 
return; for many false Christs would 
arise and would deceive many. They 
were not to be troubled by the reports 
of wars, as if these indicated the last 
commotions. These would occur, but 
the end of the Age or Dispensation 
would not be for some time. 

7 — 13. — Our Lord then gives a concise 
prophetical history of things that must 
occur before the end. Nations would 
oppose each other; his people would 
be persecuted ; false teachers wobld arise 
and would deceive many; the faith of 
many would fall under temptations ; and 
those only who continued steadfast to 
the end would be saved. 

14. — ^Another, and most striking mark, is 
then given for the church, by which 
they may know when the end is ap- 
proaching. The gospel shall be preached 
in all the world "for a witness" [not 
for the entire conversion -— but for a 
witness — and to take out of all lands 
an elect people] "then shall the end 
come." 
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15 — 20. — Our Lord now proceeds to draw 
a practical application from all he has 
said, in order to goide the conduct of 
those christians who should he limn^ 
at the time of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, When ye therefore'' To 
get at the force of this word " therefore 
let us ask the question " Wherefore ? 
Because, for all the reasons ahove sta- 
ted, the END would not he when J era- 
salem^ was destroyed, therefore 
when they saw the Ahomination of 
Desolation — the Roman armies — encom- 
passing the city, they were to make 
their escape without delay; they were 
not even to wait to enter their homes, 
if they should happen to he on the 
tops of them ; nor to go from the 
fields to secure their clothes. They 
were also to pray that there might he 
no providential hindrances to add to the 
dreadful distress of the time. 

21. — This destruction of Jerusalem was 
to he the heginning of the greatest 
trihulation that had ever befallen the 
Jewish nation. St. Matthew, wrote for 
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Jews, St Luke for Gentiles. The Jew- 
%Bh christians would know, from the 
prophecies, that the destruction of Jeru- 
salem would he the commencement of 
that fearful period of affliction which 
would include their general dispersion ; 
and from which, in the end, they would 
he gathered in a manner more glorious 
and remarkahle than their deliverance 
from Egypt. St Luke, in writing for 
Gentiles, explains more fully what was 
meant hy '* great tribulation," He shows 
that this would include their dispersion, 
persecution, &c., for a period called " the 
times of the Gentiles." Luke xxi. 22 — 
24. This period is well known from 
other parts of Scripture. Dan, vii. 25* 
xii. 7, Rom. xi. 26—29. "The fulness 
of the Gentiles," i.e. the completion of 
their times of domination over the 
Jews. 
22.— Having declared that the long fore- 
told affliction and dispersion should hegin 
with the siege of Jerusalem, Jesus gives 
an idea of the troubles of those days 
by saying, that unless God interfered 
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to bring them to an end, not a single 
Jew would survive. But if this were 
the case, God would not fulfil his cove- 
nant with the elect or chosen fathers 
of their race, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
It was for their sake that God. spared 
their rebellious children now> as at other 
times. Rom. xi. 28. 

[This cannot refer to elect christians, 
as they were not affected by the slaughter 
of the Jews at the siege.] 
23-— 28. — Contains another practical warn- 
ing against confounding the two events 
— the destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
coming of the Lord. They were to 
pay no attention to reports of Christ's 
being in some secret place, "for" his 
coming will be sudden, bright and visi- 
ble as lightning. It will not be ne- 
cessary to ask the way to Him, "for** 
to use a prooerhial expression, " where- 
soever the carcase is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together" — ^i.e. in 
this application of the proverb> wherever 
our Lord shall appear, thither all the 
elect saints will at once be drawn. 
1 Thess. iv. 14—18. 
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[That this expression does not apply 
to tjie Roman ^ndards is evident from | 

its connexion bere^ and from a similar | 

application of it in Lake xvii. 22 — 37.] 1 

29—31. — *' Immediately after the tribula- 
tion," &c. Here look at Luke xxi. 20 i 
— ^24. to see that this tribulation extends 
through the whole period of Gentile 
domination, and that when tJiese times 
are fulfilled, then will appear the 
signs in the sun, &c. This verse in 
Luke exactly corresponds with Matt. xxiv. 
29, and shews that the ''immediately'* 
is not after the siege, but after the 
whole tribulation and dispersion, *' The 
powers of heaven shall be shaken." Heb. 
xii. 26—29, Hag. ii. 6, 7. In the 
midst of these fearful events, there will 
be seen "the sign of the SON OF 
MAN" — some token of his approach. 
Soon after, he will come in a cloud 
in fulfilment of his promise. Acts i. 
9—11. 

32 — 35.— Jesus enforces what he has said 
by a parable. As f^e budding of trees 
indicates that summer is near at hand ; so 
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christians are to look out for these signs 
as sure indications of the Lord's approach. 
He then solemnly assures them that 
the same generatien which should wit- 
ness the signs^ Should also see the glorious 
end of which they were tokens. 

[The word translated "this" refers 
in the original, to the thing last men- 
tioned. ] 
To refer hack to the 29th verae. 

Immediately after the end of the Jewish 
tribulation, shall appear the signs of 
the Lord s approach ; and a generation 
shall not elapse ere He comes in his 
glory, when He shall gather His elect. 
1 Thess. iv. 

Here is no intimation of a Millennium, 
nor of the General Judgment; and we 
can hardly suppose that in a prophecy 
like this, which is chronologically arranged 
such an event would be omitted. Sup- 
posing the Millennium left out, where 
is it to be inserted ? 

Immediately after the end of the Jewish 
tribulatipn, or dispersion, great commo- 
tions take place; and after these the 
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Son of Man appears. Is the Millen- 
nium to take place before the restoration 
of the Jews ? 

Where is time, between their mourning 
and the coming of the Son of Man, 
to place itP 

So far from finding a place for it, the 
very generation which sees the signs, or 
budding of the fig-tree, shall see the 
completion of the whole. 

At the coming of the Lord, the world 
so far from bemg in a Millennial state, is to 
be as it was in the days of Noah and 
of Lot. The people shall be taken 
suddenly, in the midst of carelessness 
and sin. It is well to keep in mind 
how complete a type of these times 
the Flood is. This is not sufiiciently 
borne in mind. 2 Pet. iii. 4 — 13. Study 
this passage well. Consult the references 
for Uie new heavens and the new earth, 
and I cannot help thinking that a candid 
and unprejudiced mind will be convinced 
that the Coming of Christ must be 
PRE-Millennial. 
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